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Minnesingers gave place to the Mastersingers ; when
learning, hitherto stored up jealously in the monas-
teries and the libraries of the princes, had found its
way out among burghers and laymen ; when pro-
tectors of art and science were more often simple
merchant princes than noble-born beggars. In a word,
it was an epoch when the middle class sprang into-
full being, and took its due and proper place as a
link between the nobility and the common people.

Towards bringing about this state of things the
Hansa had greatly contributed. If it failed to-
emancipate itself entirely from the empire, it was
yet ever keenly desirous of emancipating itself from
its petty suzerains. Thus the burghers of Liibeck,
Cologne, Goslar, and other cities were early for-
bidden to hold posts under the lord of the domain,,
no matter how lucrative such posts might be. Wis-
mar, engaged on one occasion in a dispute with
the Dominican monks concerning the repair of
the town walls, and obliged to cede to these eccle-
siastics because the lord of the land was favourable
to the Church, carefully recorded the occasion in
its "town book," "in order," as it wrote, "that it
might remember the circumstance on some future
and more favourable occasion." "To pay them out"
is implied though not expressed in the phrase.

With the same insistence and energy the towns
made good their claims when it was requisite to pro-
tect the burgher in his commerce, this source of life to
all the cities. Formerly, it is true, the German mer-
chants had appeared in the foreign markets as " the
men of the emperor," but now the emperors had no